
                
 
 

1 
 

Self Determination Referendum of Catalonia 
International Observation Mission 

 
CALL FOR INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS AND VISITORS 

Following the call of a referendum in Catalonia on 1 October 2017, as per the Law on the 

Self-Determination Referendum, approved by the Catalan Parliament the 6th September 

2017, Article 15.1 establishes: “The Government of Catalonia and its electoral 

administration will encourage the presence of international election monitors”. The 
Government of Catalonia thus welcomes all those who wish to partake in the 
observation of the referendum on site in order to witness the quality of the proceedings 

throughout the day. 

 

The Government of Catalonia encourages the collaboration of both civic non-
governmental organisations and individuals interested in contributing to the overall 

observation, thus guaranteeing the democratic quality of the Referendum. 

 

The Electoral Commission of Catalonia has foreseen the following two different types of 

election monitoring: 

 

• Experienced international observers with prior involvement in electoral observation 

missions will be especially welcomed. The international observers will be selected 

according to education and relevant experience, as well as a “Proposed Electoral 

Observation Activities” to be submitted and attached to the application. This proposal 

must include a working plan detailing foreseen activities, description of responsibilities 

within the working team, mission schedule, and CVs of the working team accrediting 

their relevant training and experience. Observers commit to present a preliminary 

statement after the provisional results are announced and a Mission Report no later 

than 10 days after the official publication of the results.  

The Electoral Commission of Catalonia can accredit organisations or groups of 

individuals, in both cases it is necessary to identify and provide the contact details of 
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the head of mission during the observation mission. In the case of organisations, it is 

requested they submit their legal documents of constitution please forward your 

application for International Observer -as per the instructions above specified- to 

monitors@referendum.cat  by 25th September 2017 attaching a copy of your passport 

and a passport type photograph 

 

• International visitors interested in observing the proceedings of the Referendum 

first hand will also be welcomed and will be selected from among distinguished 

academics  in social sciences or  the arts, or  those with political experience or with a 

relevant career in the promotion of human rights. Visitors will be accredited on an 

individual basis submitting an application that will include contact details, CV and the 

rest of required documents (see below). Please forward your application for 

International Visitors –as per the instructions above specified- to 

monitors@referendum.cat by 25th September 2017  attaching a copy of your 

passport and a passport type photograph.  

 

The Electoral Commission of Catalonia will send you by email at the contact address 

provided a confirmation that you have been accepted by 28th September 2017.  

 

Please do not make any arrangements before you receive confirmation. 
 

 
REQUIREMENTS 
 

1. In order to receive their credentials, all observers/visitors must submit the 

corresponding application and the required documents (valid passport copy and 

photograph meeting requested requirements) with the procedure specified above by 

25th September 2017. 

2. Observers/visitors must be age 18 or over on the day of the referendum. 

3. Observers/visitors may be of any nationality but Spanish. 

mailto:monitors@referendum.cat
mailto:monitors@referendum.cat
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4. You will be required to sign a commitment to respect the Declaration of Principles 

for International Election Observation and the Code of Conduct for International 

Election Observers adopted on October, 27, 2005 at the United Nations.  

5. Sign a damage and accident disclaimer. 
6. Good health. Observers should take travel, accident and/or health insurance for the 

duration of their stay. 

7. Willingness to work long hours in conditions which are sometimes difficult. 

8. Ability to work in a team and deal with difficult situations in a positive manner. 

 

The Government of Catalonia, and the Electoral Commission of Catalonia, kindly request 
that the observers/visitors abide by the Declaration of Principles for International 
Election Observation and the Code of Conduct for International Election Observers 

adopted on October, 27, 2005 at the United and the deployment plan prepared by the 

organisation. All observers/visitors will receive a briefing upon arrival and are required to 

operate in accordance with the guidelines.  

 

The working language of all business will be English. All briefings will be conducted in 

English. Observers must be prepared to read briefing materials, attend briefing sessions, 

and understand procedural instructions, all in English. All observers must, therefore, have 

a sufficiently good working knowledge of the English language. For international visitors 
good command of English is also desired.  
 

Local language ability is an asset, and knowledge of the country is desirable but not 

essential.  

 

Observers/Visitors must have no concurrent commitments that could produce a 

conflict of interest with the organisation, the associated NGOs or the referendum as such. 

 

All observers/visitors are kindly asked to refrain from commenting on referendum-

related issues via social media. In line with the Code of Conduct, media communications 

regarding the electoral process and the substance of observations should be made only by 
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the Head of Mission, organisation Spokesperson, or other responsible organisation 

officials. 

The Electoral Commission of Catalonia will not assume the expenses related to  travel or 

accommodation, deployment or activities of the international observers or visitors.      

 

Before coming 

Observers and Visitors will require credentials from the relevant authority before they 

can partake as observers. A credentials form for each observer/visitor must be 
submitted by September 28th, 2017. Observers/visitors should take travel, accident 

and/or health insurance for the duration of their stay. 

 

Deployment Timetable (specific for International Visitors) 

International visitors will be deployed according to the following schedule: 

• Saturday 30 September  Morning 

 Observer accreditation/credential pick up 

 Observer briefing 

 Familiarisation with areas of observation accompanied by the 

NGO volunteers 

• Sunday 1 October  Polling day 

 NGO monitors to accompany observers to polling places. 

 At the end of polling, visiting observers may have access to 

counting and tabulation procedures and attend the Core 

Observation Team preliminary statement.  

 Depending on the number of visiting observers, access may 

be restricted to a certain number of representatives. 

 

Briefing  

Before deployment, observers will be provided with a briefing, which will include:  

• code of conduct; 

• legislative framework; 
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• overview of the country, campaign and the media situation; and 

• voting, counting and tabulation procedures; 

The Electoral Commission of Catalonia will provide support to observers and visitors to 

establish contacts with political parties and organisations active in the referendum when 

requested.  

 

Observer/Visitor Code of Conduct 

The organisation reserves the right to reject any candidate who is not capable of 

undertaking his/her activities in an impartial and objective manner, and to withdraw 
accreditation in case of any serious breach of the Observer Code of Conduct. 

 

Observers/Visitors are expected to: 

• maintain strict impartiality in the conduct of their duties and will, at no time, publicly 

express or exhibit any bias or preference in relation to national authorities, parties, 

or with reference to any issues in contention in the polling process. 

• undertake their duties in an unobtrusive manner and will not interfere in the polling 

process. 

• base all conclusions on their personal observations or on clear and convincing facts 

or evidence.  

• make no comments to the media on the election process or on the substance of 

their observations, and any comment to the media will be limited to general 
information about their role. 

• carry any prescribed identification issued by the host government or election 

commission and will identify themselves to any authority upon request. 

• comply with all national laws and regulations. 

• exhibit the highest levels of personal discretion and behaviour at all times.  

• Visiting observers are urged to attend all briefings and adhere to the deployment 

plan and all other instructions provided by the organisation. 

 Download the full Declaration of Principles for International Election Observation 

and the Code of Conduct for International Election Observers adopted on October, 

27, 2005 (Annex 1) 

https://normal.lacuinadel.cat/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Annex-1-Declaration-of-Principles-For-International-Election-Observation-Code-of-Conduct.pdf

